
BLACK WALLS, PINK TILES AND A CARAVAN – THE LATEST  
THREE BIRDS RENO PROVES THAT BREAKING THE RULES  

CAN SOMETIMES DELIVER PERFECT RESULTS

C A B I N

  F E V E R
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The new black The Three Birds chose a bold black, pink and gold exterior colour 
scheme to stand out against the surrounding environment. The walls are painted Dulux 

Weathershield “Black” and the caravan has been painted Dulux Weathershield 
“Porcellana”. Surface value Scyon Axon wall cladding has been used inside and  

out, while solid brass wall sconces from Beacon Lighting add a luxe touch. A

real living
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WHEN YOU HEAR THE WORD “CARAVAN”, you probably 
conjure up visions of budget holidays, cramped spaces and 
grey nomads. But when the reno wizzes at Three Birds 
Renovations were presented with a rundown beige caravan set 
on the muddy banks of a NSW river, they immediately saw its 
potential and set about turning it into the ultimate weekender. 
“What drew us to the project was the challenge of doing such  
a small space in a colour palette that was really different to 
anything we’ve done,” says Lana Taylor, director at Three Birds. 
“We had to think creatively to make the space beautiful but  
also practical, so it could sleep as many people as possible.” 
A WOMAN’S TOUCH Gone is the Birds’ usual all-white 
coastal vibe and instead, black fibre-cement cladding 
dominates with an interior palette of gold, green, black and 
pink. “To us, the concept of a river shack felt quite masculine, 
so we wanted to pretty it up, which you see as soon as you  
arrive and spot the bright pink caravan,” Lana says. 
CLEVER TRICKS Another surprise addition is the vinyl 
flooring. “Twenty years ago you would’ve just thought ‘yuck’, 
but vinyl flooring has come a long way,” Lana says. “We chose 
vinyl planks because they’re really durable, don’t scratch, are 
water-resistant and easy to clean, which was so important with 
lots of muddy feet coming through.” With the brief of sleeping 
as many bodies as possible, the shack has many dual-purpose 
spaces that transform into places to sleep at night. This comes 
by way of considered furniture choices and clever uses of 
space, like the day beds that convert to sleeping quarters  
and the ottoman that folds out to a bed.
HOW’S THE SERENITY? And then, of course, there’s the 
real star: the river. “It was all about the river for us, so the whole 
home is designed to make sure that wherever you’re sitting,  
you have a great vantage point,” Lana says. That’s what we  
call a room with a view. R

@reallivingmag

86



H O M E S

M E E T  T H E  R E N O V A T O R S

L A N A ,  B O N N I E  A N D  E R I N  –  A K A  

T H R E E  B I R D S  R E N O V A T I O N S  –  H A D  T H E  

T A S K  O F  T R A N S F O R M I N G  A  R U N D O W N  T W O -

P E R S O N  C A R A V A N  I N T O  T H E  P E R F E C T 

W E E K E N D E R .  N A T U R A L L Y ,  T H E Y  N A I L E D  I T . 

T H R E E B I R D S R E N O V A T I O N S . C O M ;  

@ T H R E E B I R D S R E N O V A T I O N S

Neutral territory Inspired by their surroundings, Three Birds opted 
for a forest green BoConcept sofa to blend in with the bush setting.  

An artwork by Lauren Webster, BoConcept coffee tables, rug and 
armchair, and a Gallery Home floor lamp complete the picture. A

real living
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CIRCULAR ACCENTS 
HELP SOFTEN  

AN OTHERWISE 
ANGULAR SPACE.

Clever seating Bench seats offer storage and 
maximise the space at hand. Vinyl floorboards from 
Godfrey Hirst flow throughout, while a Paloma 
mirror, table and stools from Zanui and a pendant 
from Opaque Handcrafted blend in seamlessly. 
Crowded house With such a small space to work 
with, the girls had the kitchen (opposite) custom 
made by Carrera by Design. It features Fisher  
& Paykel appliances, a Caesarstone benchtop in 
Vanilla Noir and Luxaflex aluminium shutters. The 
artwork is by Simon Davidson, the rug comes from 
Marr-Kett, the gold stools are Space to Create and 
the dining setting is from Gallery Home. A te
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SMALL SPACE,  
MAXIMUM IMPACT

The Three Birds share their top tips for  
getting the most out of a tiny space.

H I D D E N S TO R AG E  “Bench seats are great for creating storage,  
and we even built additional storage under the custom bunk beds.”
K E E P T H E K I T C H E N O P E N  “In a small kitchen, consider not 

having overhead cabinetry so the space feels open. We did this in the 
River Shack and it made the bench feel much more airy and spacious.”
J O I N  I N S I D E A N D O U T  “If you have limited indoor space, use your 

outside space to make everything feel bigger. Put in bi-fold doors to 
create a wide opening onto an undercover deck, or consider installing  

a servery from the kitchen.”
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Raise the roof In an eye-catching move, the walls and curved ceiling of 
the master bedroom were covered with Watercolour Strelitzia wallpaper 
from Luxe Walls. A hanging rattan pendant from Newrybar Merchants 
casts a glow over the Cultiver bedlinen and bedhead from Heatherly 
Design. Dark side Black details add some edge to an otherwise 
feminine pink bathroom (opposite) – think penny rounds from Amber 
Tiles, a Caroma showerhead, Dorf mixer tap and Caesarstone vanity top 
in Vanilla Noir. The pink feature wall tiles are also from Amber Tiles. A

LESS IS MORE WITH 
PINK – DULUX PAINT IN 
“PARCHMENT PAPER”  
IS A SUBTLE OPTION.

real living
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TURN TO P142

FOR MORE  
CLEVER RENO  

TIPS FROM THE  
THREE BIRDS

Quiet corner Just one example of using available space for a multitude of purposes, 
this window seat converts to a bed at night, with handy storage underneath. The walls 
have been painted in Dulux “Parchment Paper”, the custom cushions are by Grace 
Garrett and the tasselled throw is from Sea Tribe. Great outdoors An additional  
deck was built on the riverbank – and Erin, Lana and Bonnie were happy to test it out. 
HardieDeck decking is framed by Dulux Weathershield “Black” walls, while gold stools 
from Space to Create and Alboo armchairs provide a place to perch.
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H O M E S

1 Rubber plant (20cm), $29, The Palm Place Nursery. 2 Bishop pot in Blush, $140 for small, Design Twins. 3 Space Line pendant in Antique Brass, $719, BoConcept.  
4 Maxwell & Williams Mezze Marble tray with Gold Handle (40.5cm x 16cm), $29.95, Zanui. 5 Desert rug (1.5m x 2.2m), $990, Langdon Ltd. 6 Electric Green  

artwork (60cm x 60cm), $600, Lauren Webster. 7 Art print square frame, $149 for X-large, Hunting for George. 8 Norwest wall sconce in Solid Brass, $249,  
Beacon Lighting. 9 Bornholm coffee table in Oak Veneer, $519, BoConcept. 10 Bornholm coffee table in Matt Ash Grey, $279, BoConcept. 11 Airlie cushion  

in Blush, $55, Sea Tribe. 12 Albany floor lamp, $395, Gallery Home. 13 Duvet cover set in Rose, $339 for queen, Society of Wanderers. 14 Istra 2  
three-seater sofa in Forest Green, $4369, BoConcept. 15 HK Living Rattan Peacock side table, $329, Hamptons at Home. 16 Ginger Floral cushion in Black  
with dacron insert (40cm x 40cm), and Izel Texture cushion in Ribbon with dacron insert (40cm x 40cm), $105 each, Grace Garrett. 17 Liano Nexus Overhead  

rain shower in Black, $356, and right-angle shower arm, $184.60, Caroma.

SHOP IT / BRING COMFORT AND FUNCTIONALITY TO YOUR WEEKENDER

S C O R E

Colours and finishes
FROM LEFT Scyon Axon Grained wall cladding, approx $107.50 (2.94 sq m), James Hardie; 
coated in Dulux Weathershield paint in Black, $85.90 for 4L. Luxury Vinyl Plank Vega 
flooring in Whisper, $49.90 a sq m, Godfrey Hirst. Watercolour Strelitzia wallpaper, $79  
a sq m, Luxe Walls. Handmade blush wall tiles (10cm x 10cm), $105.95 a sq m, Amber Tiles.
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